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REVIEWS. 


and vasectomy in this condition “have been practically abandoned.” 
Mr. Reginald Harrison has reported 100 cases of vasectomy, in 
every one of which some degree of improvement resulted; and 
Rovsing, of Copenhagen, has recently (1002) reported 40 cases, of 
which 27 were cured, 9 relieved, and 4 unimproved. There were 
no deaths, and he adds, “I should, under no circumstances, feel 
myself justified in undertaking the total extirpation of the prostate 
in a patient in whom I had not done a vasectomy, which, in many 
cases, gives such extraordinary relief.” The operations in question 
have certainly not yet reached their ultimate position in the estima¬ 
tion of the profession. It may be that they will be entirely discarded, 
but it would seem as though after the expiration of the inevitable 
period of indiscriminate employment of a novelty (of which Treves 
has himself complained in relation to the appendix) there would 
still be a restricted field of usefulness for them remaining; and that 
the statement that the operations are now practically abandoned is 
not fully borne out by the facts while men of the professional position 
of Harrison and Rovsing are still using them. 

In the preliminary remarks upon operations on the kidney no 
mention is made of the two layers of the fat surrounding the kidney 
(Gerota), recognition of which is of practical value in approaching 
that organ during an operation. 

In describing abnormalities of the kidney, Mr. Morris’ more recent 
figures have not been given; they would, for example, increase the 
cases of absence or extreme atrophy of one kidney from 1 in 4000 
to 1 in 2400 cases. The remaining statistics on this subject are 
similarly incorrect. 

These are all, however, minor matters. The book, as a whole, 
has not yet been supplanted or replaced by any other single work 
on the subject in respect to the excellent average judgment that has 
been displayed in the difficult task of selecting from among thousands 
of varying procedures those most worthy of description, and in 
respect also to the simple, clear, straightforward manner in which 
the information thus gathered has been conveyed to the reader. 

J. W.W. 


The Principles and Practice of Surgery: Designed for 
Students and Practitioners. Lippincott’s New Medical 
Series. By George Tully Vaughan, M.D., Assistant Surgeon- 
General, Public Health and Marine Hospital Service of the 
United States; Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 
Georgetown University. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippin- 
cott Co., 1903. 

The time has passed when it is possible for an author to present 
comprehensively in a small single volume the general surgery of 
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to-day and yet there is a constant demand for such books on the 
part of the medical student and the man engaged in the general 
practice of medicine. It was with the idea of supplying this demand 
that the present work was prepared. It offers to the reader a con¬ 
densed, and in mo3t respects a thoroughly satisfactory, presentation 
of general surgery. The book is quite readable and comprehensive 
as far as possible in its limited space. It possesses, as such books 
always do, its points of weakness as well as its points of strength 

In our opinion the chapter on Anaesthetics is distinctly weak 
since we feel that this is a subject so little taught in our medical 
schools that when the student turns to his text-book he should be 
able to find there all the necessary information regarding antes- 
thetics, and particularly as regards the method of their adminis- 
tmtion. The author speaks of bromide of ethyl as a general ames- 
thetic, although this agent is but little used at present, but he 
makes no mention whatever of chloride of ethyl, which is being so 
extensively employed for short operations and as a preliminary 
anaesthetic to ether. We think also that in the chapter on Fractures 
too little stress is laid upon the necessity of massage and movement, 
and particularly is this omission noticeable in the discussion of 
fractures of the lower end of the radius. We heartily approve of 
the author s teaching as regards the treatment of strangulated hernia, 
though we believe that, whenever possible in operating for this 
condition, a radical cure should be sought rather than the simple 
reduction of the hernia by the older methods of performing herni¬ 
otomy. The chaptere dealing with Genito-urinaiy Diseases are 
more complete than is usually found in single-volume text-books 
on general surgery. 

A general criticism which we feel we must make of this work is 
the fact that the author has devoted too much space to the older 
me hods of treatment and too little to recent and generally accepted 
methods, although it is possible that this is wiser in a work intended 
cnieny for students and general practitioners. 

The illustrations are many of them old, although there are also 
many reproductions of interesting photographs. G. 


A Portfolio of Dermochromes. By Professor Jacori, of 
hreiberg 1 m Breslau. English adaptation of the text by J. J. 
IRINGLE, M.B., F.R.C.P., Physician to the Department for 
Diseases of the Skin at the Middlesex Hospital, London. London: 
Rebmnn, Limited, 1903. 


The portraits in this atlas, as in a recent French one, have been 
made entirely after models, the great majority after those in Neisser’s 
collection at Breslau, the remainder after models in the collections 



